YOU ALREADY HAVE IT SERIES (PART 1)
UNPACKING THE INCREDIBLE RICHES THAT ARE YOURS IN CHIRST
YOUR NEW IDENTITY
10/18/26

I.	Introduction

A.	We are beginning a series of sermons from the amazing epistle of Ephesians. It is a series to help us unpack the incredible riches of God’s grace that we have been given when we received Christ’s gift of ______________.  Some of the things Paul prays and wants to help us realize include:
· “…The incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe him” (Ephesians 1:19)
· “…The incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.” (Vs 2:7)
· His ability to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think through His power that works within us. (Vs.3:20) 

B.	The message of Christianity is completely different than any other religion because the message is not “do” but “__________.” We don’t work for approval; we live from approval. The key to victory is not achieving it but realizing we already have it. God’s gifts are ours not by striving but by ________________.

· “By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvelous glory and excellence.” (2 Peter 1:3 NLT)
· “Therefore, I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands.”  (2 Timothy 1:6 NKJV)

C.	Our goal is to ____________ and apply all that He’s done for us in a way that fully transforms our lives. We will see that it is unpacked in three key words: _____, __________, ____________ (realize it, activate it, enforce and defend it). 

It all begins with learning to realize, trust, and _________ in all that Christ did for us. The riches of God’s blessings all become ours not trying but by trusting. Victory is not in our perspiration but in our realization of all Jesus did.
· “For he raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus.” (Ephesians 2:6 NLT)
· “So there is a special rest still waiting for the people of God. For all who have entered into God’s rest have rested from their labors, just as God did after creating the world.” (Hebrews 4:9-10 NLT)
· “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, and the evidence of things not seen.” 

II.	The first thing Ephesians teaches us is that we have a new ______________. The starting point of a victorious life is knowing who we are ____ _______, with Him, and for Him (Ephesians 1:1-14 NIV). We will see we have a new identity based on five incredible things God gave and did for us in Christ. He made the way for us to be blessed, chosen, adopted, called, redeemed, and sealed.

· (Ephesians 1:3-8 NIV) “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will-to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding….
· (Ephesians 1:11-13 NIV) In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with his purpose and will, in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit...”
A.	Reasons why grasping our new identity in Christ is key and the starting point to receiving everything else He has for us.

1.	Destiny begins with identity. Seeing yourself differently is the beginning step of living _________________. When we change what we believe, we change what we can achieve. “You can’t do what Heaven has called you to do if you don’t believe you are who Heaven says you are.” -Sue Yeager

2.	A strong identity is what gives you the courage and the ________________ to be the unique, unrepeatable, unstoppable one and only you. It empowers you to be someone who doesn’t bow to the world’s expectations or the devil’s lies. When you know who you are, you can do the works you were made to do. “For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do good things he planned for us long ago.” (Ephesians 2:10 NLT)

B.	Five keys to our new identity. Things God wants us to realize and internalize:

1.	We are _____________ (favored) with all spiritual blessings in Christ. Vs. 3
“Because of God’s favor what I touch for Jesus will be blessed-the old can turn to gold.”

2.	We are ____________ and we are ____________. We were handpicked for a great “one of a kind” purpose. “You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my name.” (John 15:16 NLT)

3.	We are ________________. Our privileges and authority are not of a servant or employee but a son/ daughter.

4.	We are _________________. The blood of Jesus unmarks us from the stains of what we did, who we were, or what others have done to us. What is used to make us a victim has been redeemed by God to make us a testimony and a ________________ of unstoppable transforming grace. You are not the mistakes you’ve made, the sins you committed, or the labels people have put on you. You are who God says you are, changed forever by what Jesus did for you on the cross.

5.	You are ______________ with the Holy Spirit of promise. Every time you sense the Holy Spirit, it is like the dove landing on Jesus so you can hear the Father say, “You are my beloved in whom I am well pleased.” Sealed means secured and ___________. No one and nothing will ever pluck you from Father’s hands.

C.	Ways to step in your new identity

1.	Receive it as a gift by faith. “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-not by works, so that no one can boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV)

2.	Resist looking for or seeking identity and approval from _____________ or your works.

3.	Renew your mind continually by _______________ God for all that is already yours and who you are and whose you are. (Psalms 103:1-5 NKJV). Instead of asking for it, praise God for what you already have.

4.	Refuse the lies and ____________ of your past or from the world, your flesh, or the devil.

(Answers: A. salvation B. done, believing C. unpack, sit, walk, stand, rest II. identity, in Him A. differently, confidence B. blessed, chosen called, adopted, redeem, witness, sealed, safe C. people, thanking, labels)
